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A warm hello to all the Whitby Toy Library 

members.   

 

As we farewell summer and autumn, we 

begin preparing ourselves for the onset of 

winter.  A perfect time to hire those toys for 

those cold wet days. 

 

In this newsletter we chat about the 

upcoming AGM, ideas for improving the toy 

library, a national toy library survey, 

Facebook and more. 

Did you know that the first toy library appeared in Los Angeles in 1935, but it was 

not until the 1960s and 70s that the concept of the toy library reemerged. 

Topics in this newsletter 

¶ Improvement Ideas  

¶ Survey  

¶ Introducing the Committee 

¶ Introducing Karen 

¶ Facebook  

¶ Sign gets a new set of ñrimsò 

¶ Toy Library website  

¶ AGM  
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Improvement Ideas 

The Whitby Toy Library currently has some surplus 

funds and is looking for suggestions on how these 

could be used to make improvements to the library.  

This could include enhancements to the facilities, 

services, and of course new toys (check out 

http://www.wtl.org.nz/newtoys.html  for the latest toys). 

If you have any suggestions please email us on 

info@wtl.org.nz.  

 

Survey 

Lucie Ozanne, a mother of two girls, is undertaking 

Toy Library Research at the University of 

Canterbury.  The goal is to better understand the 

benefits of borrowing toys rather than buying them 

and its importance to families.  The survey has been 

endorsed by the Toy Library Federation who will 

provide a summary of the results.  To say thank you, 

the Toy Library with the greatest participation in the 

survey will receive a $200 voucher. 

 

To take part in this 10 to 15 minute survey please 

visit http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/toylibrarysurvey. 

It would be appreciated if you could do this before 

the end of May. 

 

Any questions about the survey you can contact 

Lucie at lucie.ozanne@canterbury.ac.nz, or 03-364-

2987 ext 3068. 
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Introducing the Committee 

Each month the Toy Library committee meets at 

the Toy Library to discuss membership, finances, 

toy buying, toy repairs, marketing, grants, and 

�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���� �� �� �,�W�¶�V�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�P�Srove 

the Toy Library and keep it fresh and vibrant.   

 

�,�I�� �\�R�X�¶�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �R�U��

want to check out a meeting feel free to come 

along.   

 

We meet at 7:30pm every second Wednesday of 

the month at the Whitby Toy Library. 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Karen  

Karen Gibbs has been working for the Toy Library 

for the last 15 years and whose dedication and 

enthusiasm has made it what it is today.  When 

you check out your toys on Wednesday or 

�6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�� �W�K�D�W�¶�V�� �.�D�U�H�Q�� �E�H�K�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J��

things running smoothly even under pressure when 

�L�W�¶�V�� �K�H�F�W�L�F�����1�H�[�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �\�R�X�¶�U�H�� �Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J�� �P�D�N�H�� �V�X�U�H��

you say hello. 
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